MARKETING TO LIBRARIES 
A GUIDE FOR AUSTRALIAN AUTHOR PUBLISHERS from ALS Library Services.

How many libraries are there in Australia? 
Approximately 14,000.
New Zealand has about 2,500 libraries. 
What types of Australian libraries are there? 
· Local public libraries 530 services with a total of 1560 branches serving the general public ‘cradle to grave’. They are used regularly by 60% of Australians and are accessible to about 99% of them 
· Primary school libraries 7,000, many of which have only a part time teacher librarian. In very small schools there will be no librarian 
· High school libraries 2,300, most of which have one or more qualified teacher librarians Note: private schools and country public schools may combine primary and secondary on one campus 
· Joint use libraries 120, mostly in country areas. These are mostly public libraries combined with school, technical and further education (TAFE) or university libraries 
· University libraries 40 often very large library systems, many of which have several campus or departmental libraries 
· Technical and Further Education (TAFE) libraries 200 libraries 
· Special libraries 1,200 company, government department and agency, health, law, association, parliamentary libraries 
· State/Territory Reference Libraries and the National Library of Australia 8 large libraries 
Who is responsible for selecting books and other resources in libraries? 
In smaller libraries such as primary school, high school and special libraries it will be the librarian in charge. Larger, multibranch, libraries will often have a centralised selection and acquisition department because it is more cost efficient. For local public libraries, some states have centralised purchasing for all of those libraries, although the larger libraries in those states may have additional funds for local acquisition. Libraries usually utilise the services of two or more Library Suppliers/Vendors. 
Should I provide a discount?
Library suppliers/vendors will expect a trade discount from you to enable them to sell to libraries at a discount or at your recommended retail price. You don’t have to provide a discount, however. If you do not provide one, the vendor will charge the library more for your book. This may affect your sales. 
Should I include an Invoice with my books if I receive an order from a Library Supplier?
Yes as this assists with the effective processing of your order & enables us to pay you promptly. If you don’t have one, please ask ALS Library Services for an Invoice Template which we’ll be happy to email you. You can also download this from our website under the Authors tab (https://www.alslib.com/authors/)
Should I include postage, packaging and handling (p&h) in the cost of the book? 
Most large publishers do not charge freight to bookshops. If you need to charge freight, we suggest you show it as a separate amount on your invoice to the vendor.
Do libraries recognise the value of small publishers? 
Many recognise that a small publisher may have more flexibility than major publishers and be the first with a book on an important topic. They appreciate that small press titles and author publishers may contribute to the breadth and quality of their collections. 
Do libraries buy paperbacks? 
Yes, but they like quality books bound well enough to withstand multiple loans. This is particularly true in public libraries. Some libraries don't like wire spiral, coil or plastic comb bound books with no title on the spine and nowhere to place a spine label carrying the Dewey or other classification number of the book. For shelving, handling and display reasons they also do not like very large books (above A4 size) or very small books (below A5 size). 
What else can I do to get my book into libraries? 
Submit a copy to National Libraries Australia
https://www.nla.gov.au/legal-deposit
https://www.nla.gov.au/using-library/services-publishers/prepublication-data-service
Have it reviewed in as many sources as possible: 
· send it to the Book Reviews Editor of capital city newspapers and The Australian
· send information about the book to https://www.booksandpublishing.com.au/about/
· ABC Radio - sometimes conduct author interviews at a local level
· See if your local library is open to having you speak about your book; provide a colour flyer; donate a copy of your book to your local library.
Australian Library Suppliers: National
ALS Library Services

" 
https://www.alslib.com/authors/



James Bennett Pty Ltd 
http://www.bennett.com.au/
Peter Pal Library Supplier 
http://www.peterpal.com.au/
Westbooks
http://www.westbooks.com.au/public/Home.aspx
Smaller library suppliers and some booksellers may supply local libraries but may not provide full service in selection and end processing (covering and cataloguing).
Some School Library Suppliers
St Georges Bookseller



        Endeavour Education

enquiries@sgbooks.com.au


         https://www.endeavoureducation.com.au/
http://sgbooks.com.au/
Newtwork Educational Australia

        Boomerang Books
http://www.network-ed.com.au

        https://www.boomerangbooks.com.au/schools/
Book Review Resources
Goodreads
https://www.goodreads.com/about/us
Goodreading AUS
http://www.goodreadingmagazine.com.au/index.cfm?page=53
Magpies Magazine 
http://www.magpies.net.au/ 
Reading Time (online) The official journal of the Children’s Book Council
https://cbca.org.au/reading-time
Booklist 
American Library Association 
http://www.ala.org/offices/publishing/booklist 
Kirkus Reviews 
http://www.kirkusreviews.com 
Library Journal 
http://www.libraryjournal.com 
Publishers Weekly 
http://www.publishersweekly.com 
School Library Journal 
http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com 
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 
http://voyamagazine.com/
PLEASE NOTE: This information is provided by ALS Library Services for you as a starting point in your publishing journey. Please feel free to contact us with further questions and to fact check details, because things change often. 
Please also take advantage of our “Ideal Invoice Template” if you need help in creating compliant invoices. If we do get orders for your book, using this template will help us to process your book faster and make it much easier to pay you on time! Check our web site under the ‘AUTHORS” tab.
https://www.alslib.com/ 
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